CHINESE PRISONS — SHANGHAI AND OTHER

Penal system in the People's Republic of China

Punishable offenses

The Criminal Law that took effect on January 1,,.9@moved criminal punishment from the
discretion of officials, whose arbitrary decisiomere based on perceptions of the current party
line, and established it on a legal basis. TheiBpgrovisions of that law listed eight categories
of offenses.

The Statute on Punishment for Counterrevolutiodantyvity approved under the Common
Program in 1951 listed a wide rangecofinter-revolutionarpffenses, punishable in most cases
by thedeath penaltyr life imprisonment In subsequent years, especially during@oéural
Revolution any activity that the party or government at lawel considered a challenge to its
authority could be termed counterrevolutionary. TB80 law narrowed the scope of counter-
revolutionary activity considerably and definedst"any act jeopardizing the People's Republic
of China, aimed at overthrowing the political powéthedictatorship of the proletariaind the
socialist state.” Under this category it includedisspecific offenses &spionagginsurrection
conspiracyto overthrow the government, instigating a mendfehearmed forceso turntraitor,

or carrying ousabotagealirected against the government.

Other offenses, in the order listed in the 1980 laere transgressions piiblic security defined
as any acts which endanger people or public prgpé#ieigal possession of arms and
ammunition; offenses against thecialisteconomic order, includingmugglingandspeculation
offenses against both the personal rights andeh®dratic rights of citizens, which range from
homicide rape andkidnappingto libel; and offenses of encroachmentgnoperty including
robbery theft, embezzlementandfraud There were also offenses againstghblic order
including obstruction of official businessiob disturbances; manufacture, sale, or transport of
illegal drugsor pornographyvandalizingor illegally exporting culturalelics, offenses against
marriage and the family, which include interferemgth the freedom omarriageand
abandoning or maltreating children or aged or infielatives; andnalfeasancewhich
specifically relates to state functionaries andudes such offenses as acceptinidpes

divulging state secrejglereliction of duty, and maltreatment of personder detention or
surveillance.

Under the 1980 law, these offenses were punisheaidacriminal liability could be ascribed.
Criminal liability was attributed to intentionalfehses and those actsradgligencespecifically
provided for by the law. There were principal ang@ementary penalties. Principal penalties
were public surveillance, detention, fixed-term mapnment, life imprisonment, and death.
Supplementary penalties were fines, deprivatiopabitical rights, and confiscation of property.
Supplementary penalties could be imposed exclusipeincipal penalties. Foreigners could be
deported with or without other penalties.




Death penalty

China retained thdeath penaltyn the 1980s for certain serious crimes. The 1880required

that death sentences be approved bystigreme People's Coutthis requirement was
temporarily modified in 1981 to allow thregher people's courtsf provinces, autonomous
regions, and special municipalities to approve lusahtences fanurdet robbery rape bomb
throwing, arson andsabotageln 1983 this modification was made permanent. déeth

sentence was not imposed on anyone under eighézea gf age at the time of the crime nor "on
a woman found to be pregnant during the trial.'"@nals sentenced to death could be granted a
stay ofexecutionfor two years, during which they might demonsttatsr repentancand

reform In this case the sentence could be reduded. Zedongvas credited with having
originated this idea, which some observers founelalthough it obviated many executions.

In 2004, Zhang Shigiang, who was convicted of deuburder and rape, became one of the first
convicts to be killed in China's new collectionnobbile execution chambers, commonly referred
to as "death vans® This was part of the Chinese government's new tolaase out firing
squads for lethal injections.

China executed more than four times as many caaigthe rest of the world combined in
20052 Amnesty International estimated there were at l8#¥0 executions in China that year,
and most of them were still by firing squad.

In 2006, the Chinese government reversed the prsviwodified death penalty requirement that
was made permanent in 1983The law was enacted on January 1, 2007, and estall death
sentences be approved by the Supreme People's (S&E), effectively depriving the provincial
people's courts of exercising the final say ondbath sentence, allowing death penalties handed
out by provincial courts to be reviewed and ratiftey the SP¢Z

Penal labor

The overwhelming majority of prisoners were sen¢éehtopenal labor There were two

categories of penal labor: the criminal penalty—fére through labor"—imposed by the court
and the administrative penalty+e“education through labb+imposed outside theourt

system The former could be any fixed number of yearsewhe latter lasted three or four

years. In fact, those with either kind of senteaded up at the same camps, which were usually
state farms or mines but occasionally were fagboisons in the city.

The November 1979 supplementary regulationsreretiucation through labbereated labor
training administration committees consisting ofrmbers of the local government, public
security bureau, and labor department. The pajjioeernment, or a work unit could recommend
that an individual be assigned to such reeducatind, if the labor training administration
committee agreed, hard labor was imposed withathdéudue processThe police reportedly
made heavy use of the procedure, especially whihruyouths, and probably used it to move
unemployed, youthful, potential troublemakers duhe cities.




Monitoring

In the early 1980s, the peoplpi®curatoratesupervised the prisons, ensuring compliance with
the law. Prisoners worked eight hours a day, sys @aweek, and had their food and clothing
provided by the prison. They studied politics, Iatate policies, and current events two hours
daily, half of that in group discussion. They wérsbidden to read anything not provided by the
prison, to speak dialects not understood by thedguar to keep cash, gold, jewelry, or other
goods useful in an escape. Mail was censored, anerglly only one visitor was allowed each
month.

Prisoners were told that their sentences couletteaed if they showed signs of repentance and
rendered meritorious service. Any number of redunsticould be earned totaling up to one-half
the original sentence, but at least ten yearslité aentence had to be serv&dobationor parole
involvedsurveillanceby the public security bureau or a grass-rootamigation to which the
convict periodically reported.

Inside High Walls
Prisons in Shanghai and Suzhou

EDITOR’S NOTE: The article in based on a visithe fTilangiao, Qingpu and Women’s
prisons and a juvenile delinquent rehabilitationteein Shanghai and the Suzhou Priso
Jiangsu Province in February 2001 by the authgraduate student of human rights. She
made the trip with a group of experts from Chinai&ty of Human Rights Studies.

Century's Vicissitudes and Historical Witness
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Entrance to Tilangiao Prison



For a person who never gets inside its high wHiks prison may always be associated with
darkness, murkiness, cruelty and terror.

But when | saw a group of people in neat linesdlpast by us inside the Tilangiao Prison
in downtown Hongkou District of Shanghai, | was negsed. Neatly dressed, they looked
natural, normal in complexion and calm in the wasptcarried themselves. Some even
smiled at us with curiosity. If not for their unifos, | could not imagine they were inmates.

A professor in our company told me that to knowwdtaoprisoner's life, "The most direct
and the most effective way is to see his or hertaistate, paying particular attention to
eyes. If the eyes reveal traces of hatred, fetinodity, it shows that the inmate is likely to
have received or be receiving unjust and inhumeesrhent. Such eyes can be seen very
often when visiting foreign prisons."

When coming to the cells and washing rooms for wopresoners, | found that they were
as clean and tidy as barracks. As a senior menilibe gtudy group talked with two
women prisoners on duty, | noticed that their fagese pink in color and they looked at
ease in their manners, sometimes revealing shysesgtimes regret and sometimes
smiles. When departing, | said "good-bye" to thest ps to normal people, perhaps out of
consideration of respect for their dignity and diualhe two women inmates habitually
reciprocated, with-out any surprise or sense d@riafity. | said to myself: perhaps this is a
revelation that they have been used to the respetiteir dignity during their terms of
service.

The Tilangiao Prison was built by British colongs in 1901, mainly to incarcerate
Chinese offenders in the British concession of §han It was 100 years to a day. It
happened that a film crew was shooting a film thAreanged by the host, we were first
shown around a museum inside the prison. The phetittngs and articles displayed told
the history of the development of Chinese prisamming different periods of time from the
slavery society and feudal society to the semi+talcand semi-feudal rules. The
bloodcurdling instruments of torture and the tderiicenes of executions formed a scroll of
paintings on the bloody human tragedy. It is notégaggerated to describe the prisons at
the time as "hells on earth." During the dark agespan rights could not be ensured even
for the common people out-side the walls, let alpngon inmates. | can under-stand that
prisons in the slavery and feudal societies wesieqd to reveal in the most concentrated,
the strongest and the least covered way the fatthle inmates "were not treated as human
beings.” That is there sult of the economic andassystem and the limitations of social
development and human civilization. At that timeysinoppressed and enslaved people did
not know what were human rights. They were merebjexts of willful oppression and
outrages by the ruling class. What the ruling ctemsded were subjects that were enslaved
serviles instead of people that were humanizedhantane. That should be what is
common in the development of human history. Priseeie equally dark in both old China
and the medieval times of Europe.

In the 17th and 18th centuries, the Western bousgeonfurled the "natural rights" banner



to sweep the dirt in the long-distorted human reaturd restored the dignity of man, giving
birth to the concept of "human rights." But how b@irgeoisie, the same representative of
advanced civilization at that time, treated ther@se people when they crashed China's
gates into the country by the sheer strength obgats? What they brandished at the
Chinese people were swords and bloody bayonetsaidsif the banner of "human rights,
liberty and equality." The Tilangiao Prison is d@mess to the crimes and evil-doings of the
then British colonialists who treated the Chineseas human beings, and who willfully
trampled down upon their human rights. The joirstechearing system provided that cases
involving foreigners could only be heard by to regpnsulates. If the plaintiff was a
Chinese and the defendant was a foreigner, theutategrom the foreigner's country must
be the main judge while Chinese judges should @lgtas observers. For other cases, joint
hearing was in name only. The final ruling had ¢odecided by foreign consulates. Chir
law was simply cast aside. In reality, foreign adates manipulated the power of case
hearing. Was there any justice or equality if anése was brought to court in such
circumstances? Were there human rights to speakabiow let us look at the photos
showing how Chinese “prisoners” were cruelly trddig Japanese invaders. Their beastly
brutal acts quite outdid that in the prisons inltaebarous and ignorant slavery and feudal
societies. In the society when Chinese were put par with dogs, the Chinese people v
totally deprived of their due dignity and of thaghts as humans. Let alone prisoners.

An inmate with his wife and child during a visit.

Standing in front of the century-old prison cetidd@ok at the magic and solidly-built lock -
it is said that it cannot be imitated till todagnd examine the iron bars that are two or t
times thicket- than what they are today and thks eglch measuring 3.3 square meters, |
seemed to smell blood and hear the groans of wrbsgels. | could not help but ask: Why
the Western powers that hold aloft the banner afdmurights and advocate for liberty,
equality and fraternity did not think of "humanitg" when they saw Chinese prisoners but
resorted to bullying and treated them as if theyewmt worth a stra at the time when the
were running wild in China? Does the term "humahts” in the mouths of Western
powers are really like what they sang about asittgano boundaries,” "being higher than
anything else" and "transcending time and spacet@raury's humiliation, a century's
changes and a century-old prison - these are ilamhfacts that tell the truth of history.



But the scenes | saw inside the high walls of Tlaa today tell a different story:

The equipment of this century-old prison is outdadad the space is narrow. Yet, there is
still a green belt of about 1,500 square metergresflowers and ornamental plants are
grown to help the inmates get relaxed.

The prisoners have said farewell to night stocds Were used for 95 years andjbe to us
sanitary milers.

The prison was the first in China to introduce éstific catering service" to ensure
balanced nutrition intake.

The inmates do not only work but also study. Inmmatbo serve a prison term of over three
years are required to attain a certain standartechmical training so that they can support
themselves once they are released.

There are many more moving stories on how the pis safeguarded the legitimate
rights and interests of the inmates. What impressedhe most should be the calligraphy
and painting exhibition and the performance givgithe New Bank Performing Art
Troupe. They represent a new way of educating peis) that is, using arts to cleanse the
soul and beauty to cultivate feelings or usingftiree of beauty of arts to correct the
distorted soul and inspiring the desire to chettigir precious life in the inmates. The
powerful strokes of calligraphy, the oil paintirggsd Chinese brush and ink drawings, the
Chinese chess shaped out of the hands of priscat@snand the song and dance
performance of professional standards — all thes® aur admiration. What is more
incredible is that all the authors and performeesred to paint or write after they began
their service inside the high walls. Art works aredia to convey the mental out-look and
inner feelings of the authors. The art works rdftbeir spirit, personality and soul. This
shows, at least from one angle, the consciousridgsmuan rights

Model of Innovation
--Glimpse of Qingpu Prison

Having visited Tilangiao Prison, 1 began to feekcimbetter, with all the uneasiness and
fears with "inmates" and "prisons"” gone. On the wea@mgpu Prison | had learned that it
is of a new model, quite civilized. The prison isamplex of white bildings surrounded
a wide stretch of garden. If not for the four Cli@eharacters "Qing Pu Jian Yu" on the
gates, no one could guess that it is a prisos.rtare like a university. From the product
area to then living area, from the teaching buddimthe medical service building, the
library, the canteen and the cell building, andttiee standard sports field - every part
shocked me and provoked my thought. These peopl®den convicted and should rece
due punishments and that is bad for them. But tbesenals happen to live at a time of
rapid economic development and social progressiuarakr the management of prisons of
the new era, they do not only receive decent algthiood, and lodging and medical
service, but have also reccived concern in educatial in preparing for future living. This



is a stroke of good luck in a stretch of bad fanth

The auditorium of Qingpu Prison

Just like the Tilangiao Prison, proverbs and epigrarc seen on the walls of prison cells
and class-rooms and the way they are written isrfupDo you still have the slogan:
‘Leniency for those who confess their crimes anesiy to those who refuse to'?" | asked.
"No, that is a thing of the past," prison officdrahig told me. "No prison puts up such
slogan in Shanghai any more." Then two lines ofdgan the management of prison. | can
never forget the last item of the performance. Wotesang "Hold up your cups, friends" to
the accompaniment of eight pairs of internatiotahdard ball dance performers. The sc
was indeed touching. The emotional performancesrdbnd after round of enthusiastic
applause.

We seemed to have forgotten that they were theictau Perhaps it was just because that
they were prisoners that the performance was sthing. Beauty has no boundaries,
national or racial or among different groups of pleoCrimes are of necessity associated
with what is false, evil and ugly while arts haveansed their soul and excited their pursuit
and longing for what is true, kind and beautifiwwke say that the century-old prison has
witnessed history and the present-prisoners' chgngental outlook and recalled human
nature and con-science, this century-old pris@ure to witness the future.

It is doubtless that it will continue to displag due and irreplaceable role in educating,
rescuing and reforming criminals. engraved on #itegof the production area caught my
attention. "Based on huan nature, persist in ruling the prison accordmtatv; Sourced il
materials, raise the scientific management lev&ased on human nature, it means to t
the prisoners as human beings," prison warden Zbaplgined. Prisoners are punished
the crimes they commit, but they are still humams their rights as humans should be
ensured. Prisoners are still Chinese citizens andheuld ensure that they enjoy the pa
the rights provided by the Constitution and notrdegal of by law. That is th starting poin
for our prisons to ensure human rights. A persamukhbe punished duly for violating the
law. But the way of punishment should be lawfulirfame and civilized. The purpose is to



enable prisoners to feel the dignity of the lavegmwusness of freedom and meaning of
abiding by law. Sourced in materials means to zeadifective management of all kinds of
materials, facilities and tools out of the consadiem of safety and eliminate the possibility
of material-sourced crimes."

What the warden said struck a profound feelingespect in me. To study human rights
problems of prisoners, it is necessary not onlptd at their clothing, food, lodging,
medical service and education and labor but alsd tlee most important at that, at the

subjects and objects that ensure human rightseisbgre the enforcement personnel and
objects are the prisoners. The quality and levéhwfenforcement of the subjects are ke
how the human rights are ensured. With such compglet of legal texts and supervision
mechanism for strict enforcement of the law, witlstsa contingent of law-enforcement
personnel who have law in the mind, love in theiatts, human in their eyes and ways in
their mouth and instruments for enforcing the lavinand, no wonder the inmates here call
the place for "serving anthentic jail terms;" nonaler there have been no runaways for
successive years and no major incidences for g&grs running and occurrence of any
kinds of accidents has dropped to historical lawali the 10 prisons and one juvenile
correction center under the jurisdiction of Shamgha

| remember that the 18th century Italian criminadb@esare Beccaria risked his life to
correct the theories of criminal punishment. Heegbgd that the environment of prisons
must be humane, it is not only necessary to pratechealth of prisoners but also neces
to provide a place best suited to their self-refdr®a also stressed that ethical education
was the motive force for prisoners to change théraselt is here in Shanghai that 1 have
seen with my own eyes that the flash of humanitésia advocated by the enlightenment
thinker, which is hard to realize in the West, hasome a reality in China, thus lighting
prisons, which used to be the darkest place oh.eart



Nourishment is guaranteed for prisoner.

To end our visit to Qingpn Prison, we came to séeae Life Supermarket” of the prisc
There prisoners were choosing articles they neld.cashiers and packers were all prison
inmates. Looking into a shgpng basket, | found letter writing pads, notebqaksthpaste
toilet soap, milk powder, instant noodles, cookiast jelly and candies, worth about 100
yuan. A prison officer told me that the pricesloé tommodities are cheaper than in other
places and the quality is guaranteed. The prisdngrgoods according to the grades of
treatment they are granted. They are graded acgptdithe merits/hey win in labor, study
and living. The A-graders can do shopping worthuald®d0yuan twice a month. All things
in this prison have been quantified and awardspamishments are strict. It is a great
novelty to open a supermarket in a prison. As asoeafor inspiring the inmates to do
correction by themselves, it has not only madditeef the inmates convenient but also
enabled them to keep pace with the developmenssdauthe walls so that they would be
adapt to their future life when they are releasiedot for the human-based idea, it would
have been impossible to do so.

It is a gratifying attempt for Shanghai prisong#wefully implement the provisions of the



Prison Law and honor all rights due to them. Thayehalso racked their brains to make
innovations in exploring for ways to more effectiveeform prison inmates so as to enable
them to embark on a road of doing good and becomutgpendent new people. Just as

veteran prison warden said: "So long as it is goa@form prisoners, we can open
everything but the prison gate. "Looking at theviimdace of this veteran warden who has
experienced the hardest of life, | feel that hiswwles and grey hair tell about his hard w
and what he has devoted to the cause of educaisanprs.

Call of True Passion and Conscience
——A visit to a women's prison

The Shanghai Women's Prison was built in Octob861®alking into the confinement,
we felt that it is a special kingdom of women. Trson warden is a middle-aged woman,
looking very agile and capable. Guards coming Wwehwere all young girls, elegant and
beautiful. If not for their police uniforms, theiauld have been taken as college students.

As soon as we sat down, we were shown a film gtaprecorded the moving scenes of
women inmates and guards spending the 2001 Speisijvl together. One scene
presented representatives of women's federatitimed®utuo District of Shanghai, who
visited the inmates, taking with them festival datiies. When a representative shouted:
"People from your home have come to see you...piAdfew Year," the inmates were all

moved to tears.

Recalling the changes in the status of women #feefounding of New China, it is not
exaggerated to describe it as "earth-shaking.” Wisneghts are protected by law and in
their daily life. All Chinese women have come talize: if anything happens, go to the

women's federation and people there would give thdimm backing. Now, in this prison,
the women who have violated the law are receiviragy tdue punishments. But their due
rights are also protected by the well-trained wardled guards and the women's federation
also sends representatives to see them. More wanmotte assistance and more loving ¢
have boosted their confidence in reforming themesebnd helped them turn a new leaf of
life.

Since it was put into function, the prison has dewerything to protect all the legitimate
rights and interests of the inmates, said PrisondéfaFan Tianmin. There have been no
escapes, no suicides and no major cases committiedniates. She said that the prison has
released 880 inmates and only seven of them coeuhgtimes again, accounting for only

0.8%.
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s doing exercises.

Women inmate

Upon departure, we passed by the reception haérewvas crowded with prisoners'
relatives. Each inmate had 2-3 visitors to seeiheluding many children. | caught the
sight of an inmate clasping the hands of a teegagelhe woman inmate looked happy

and excited, but the excitement could not conceatdgretful tears. | noticed that the lo
part of the board separating the inmates and takitives were open. This is to facilitate
smooth communication and exchange, said the Pwsanden. "Motherly love is
tremendous and when mother inmates hug their @mjdhey could get unparalleled
strength for accelerating the pace of reformingrtbelves. In fact, many women were
passive or were forced to commit crimes. When thepd themselves in confinement, tl
began to realize the preciousness of freedom. igrevalls cannot prevent them from
missingtheir families and relatives, even less their ltoretheir children. What we dois r
only to awake the inmates as mothers to their Hutyalso to protect their rights as moth
We have also paid close attention to the familpistg of inmates and education of their
children,” said Warden Fan.

Fan told us that many relatives of inmates saitlitivaas their relatives who were really
serving jail terms rather than the inmates insidehigh walls. Why, because after they are
sent to the prison, the government would undertakgovide everything for them while
their families are facing the danger of collapsdaily can go on if the husband is gone;
but it would not be like a family if without womatit is exactly such demand of the soc
and family that we realize the urgency of educaéing correcting these inmates," she <
Starting from September 27, 2000, the prison intced the practice of serving prison te
part-time, that is, three well-performing inmateamely, Cai HuifangSha Yufang and Gi
Peifang, were allowed to stay at home for five dafythe week and return to serve their
terms during weekends. This practice has won extemgproval in the society. This is
really a model of the most humane enforcement®fdtv. No wonder the UN Committee
on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Wompraised the prison as "unique model
prison in the world."

Wouldn't it be better to remain inside the highla/gince they are so well treated? | asked
Warden Fan. Fan told the truth when she said timaies inside the high walls are like
caged tigers that have to be fed while people dettfie walls are like birds that are flying



freely in the sky and looking for their own foodeHwvords silenced us all. We feel bow
precious freedom is.

To Touch Soul of Rakes
——Reform school of juvenile offenders

Separated from the women's prison by only a waillliég courtyard. It is a world of green.
We were told that growing in the three hectare g@ud are more than 3,000 of tall trees
and bushes in more than100 species, 3,000 potarmtp4,000 square meters of vegete
cover and nearly 10,000 square meters off lowes baad lawns. There is also a rockery
and a fall and more than 700 square meters ofgafen. No one codlassociate the pla
with the word "prison.” But it is a prison - a isor reform school for educating and
correcting juvenile delinquents.

Juvenile delinquents make a vow to Madam onggzlhﬁg, the late honorary preside
of China.

The warden, Zhang Guleli, took us direct to the teagbuilding, saying that some of the
mates are at class. The Prison law promulgate894 tlearly defined the legal status of
prison guards and stressed the protection of ¢esiof the inmates, \gng particular stres
on the idea that juvenile offenders should maieleive education when serving jail ter
So the inmates here spend most of their time legrnow to read and write, including
production skills. Then we came near a classroonerezmore than 20 inmates are writing
or thinking. | learned from the teacher that theseates were new and they were recei\
psychological testing. The teacher was a professpsychology from Shanghai Univers
When | came to an inmate with a question: "Canamgwer all the questions?” The boy
stood up straight, saying: "Yes, | can." Then wsted the arts and painting class, comg
class and other classes. Out of the teaching bbgilaind in the sports ground, we saw a
group of inmates at a physical culture class. élted some reports in the past, which said
that the Shanghai Juvenile Delinquent Rehabilite@enter was like a garden and a school
rather than a prison and | felt that the reportsaweally true.



Juvenile delinquents are taken to an exhibitioaahfievements of the reform and opening.

At the end of the visit we came to the skill traigiworkshop. A group of boys were
learning cookery. We happened to see cakes .jusiutof the bakery. We had a taste of
the cakes and they were good. The teachers tunrtdd be famous chefs invited 17-ore a

famous restaurant. A prison guard told us thatséh®oys could really learn something

here. With cultural knowledge and skills, there Waoloe no problem for them to earn a
living in the future.” Isn't it humanitarian thdet boys and girls who have gone astray are
provided with a place to learn, to reform and tel the love given to them by the society?

Party Secretary Xia of the Shanghai Prison Managéereau told us that a few years
ago, a high school graduate received a univerdityission notice and an order of arres
on the same day. It was really an irony and a hbéwmy dealt on a teenager. After he ce
to the reform school, he realized his criminal ilipand was determined to correct and
make up for the losses. The reform school providedwith the opportunity of studying
evening university. A few years later, dramaticallg received a university diploma and
order of release all on the same day. The prisandguoften recite what is called "three
like's", namely, like teacher treating students liloctor treating patients and like parents
treating their children. There were many such imstga, Mr. Xia said. There form school
he said, more accurately speaking, a special schpetial because it uses passion, reason
and love to touch the distorted souls and encouttagya to lace the future. | was told the
woman from the Songjiang District Women's Federatias very moved after visiting the
reform school and said that she would like to Seerdson to the school because he was a
headache for both his teacher and parents. Pewlagishe said was a bit naive, but it
shows how the law is enforced and how the righthefinmates are so well protected in
this reform school.

It is gratifying to learn that there are now feyerenile cases in Shanghai. As we walked
out of this garden, Mr. Xia said meaningfully: Sémeday when there are no more juve
offenders, we shall turn this school into a sanator* "How could it be?" someone
retorted. "Why not'?" Mr. Xia threw the questiorcka"Where there is a will, there is a
way." While turning the dialogue in my mind, | lcadk up at Mr.

Model Prison Then and Now
——A Visit to Suzhou Prison

Following the visit to a few prisons in Shanghaigee the initial knowledge about how t



prisons are managed by law and how the rights rtedeists of inmates are safeguardec
all the gratifying achievements the prisons haveera educating and correcting the
inmates. In Shanghai, China's economic powerhalisine prisons, old and new, shoulc
most advanced in the country, in terms of bothvgarfé and hardware. Doubtlessly, the
material base has demonstrated its decisive raiewBat about the Suzhou Prison in
Jiangsu Province?

Zhou Jue(3rd from left), prsidet of SH‘S,. h
Suzhou Prison.

Zhou Jue in talk with the prison warden.

At the mention of Suzhou, people would think of lt&al gardens, for which the city is
most famous in the world. Perhaps no one wouldaestsoprisons with the beautiful
landscape in southern China until wear rived atctimaplex of garden- like structures and
were greeted by the warden and elegant guards.i§ Baizhou Prison. The walls
surrounding the building complex are pink in colth dark green tiles and flying eves.
Inside the walls are exquisitely designed buildjragsiple but elegant. Passing through the
administrative zone, we came to the activity zdreere is a large stretch of green lawn,
with flowers on the rims. What is interesting iattlat one end of the lawn, there is a
beautiful platform, with red columns, green verandad engraved floral patterns. What is
it for? 1 wondered. Is it for seeing films? Bututned out that | was only half right. The
platform and the lawn are for announcing the pentorces of inmates, particularly for
citing, criticism, prison term reduction and onglar Looking beyond the lawn #te sentr
towers, | found that they are designed like a paguadth flying eves and cocking-up
comers. The electric wire mesh common for prisgasat like the ordinary ones. They
fixed inside the wall instead on top of the walN®. wonder we could not find any traces of



a prison outside.

The dignified but kind prison warden told us tha prison was 90 years old and there |
no escapes for 20 successive years and no mags oasurring inside the walls for 12
years running. In 1999, the prison was named byJiméstry of Justice a modern and
civilized prison. With the economic developmeng Buzhou Prison has over the past few
years increased investment to improve the environniierequisitioned12,500 square
meters of land to build three buildings Xia. Behthd near-sight glasses, he was gazing at
the gates of the reform school, his eyes fillechwibpe sand confidence, but also a trace of
heaviness and imposition. and a teaching buildintgyspital, a reception hall, a kitchen and
a bath room. What was most attractive was the tiigaece of the teaching building. There
was hung a big plate on which it was written thatmof the "Xinhua Cultural and
Technical School of Suzhou Prison."” The warden tsldhat the school was built aspart ol
the efforts by the prison to implement "Project Homside the walls and the
implementation of the purpose of "turning prisomrte into school terms and turning pris
cells into classrooms. "

There was billboard on the wall of the entrancesréhwere the related laws, regulations
and disciplines and the daily performance of theates in study, observing discipline and
labor. They were like the roll of merits and penfiance billboards of general schools in
country. It reminded me of ntgaching experience at a middle school ten yearsAsghal

time, 1 often resorted to the incentive measuresasng to excite the enthusiasm for
students to learn. Looking at the billboards mank#tt red, yellow, blue and black, |
seemed to have seen the scenes of how the inmates/ying with one another to reform
and catch tip, striving to learn cultural knowledel work skills so that they will become
useful to society instead of doing harm to otheid society. Such sell" contrasting, sell
assessment and self restriction used in prison gegment have been widely accepted in
society as they conform to the good side of hunaare.

At the meeting hall, | discovered something unustinalt is, a touch-screen consulting
system tot use by pple who come to the prison for a visit or see tireates. Touching tf
screen, quite a number of things, including legdrimation and information about the
enforcement of the law would pop up. Seeing thigyrégous idea came into my mind: If t
daily life of the inmates, such as eating, livistydying, laboring and resting can bc seen
through a video consulting system online, wouldrise much better for the supervisor s
relatives to know how the inmates fare in the pridd&verybody laughed, but said that it
would not be impossible if the economy developa tertain stage.

Another thing that 1 found special was a speciating room for relaxed gathering with
families. But only those who enjoy the special grddtheir performance could have the
chance to meet their relatives in such a room.roben is very much like McDonalds or
Kentucky Fried Chicken fast food restaurant. An atenmay enjoy the happiness of family
with his relatives and chat over delicious Food/edr

During the rles of the Kuomingtang, it used to be a "modelqgrisIncarcerated here we
such famous figures as Chen Gongbo and Chen Bguved as many revolutionaries.



Now, under the People's Government, the mucky,dvauds and cruel image of the prison
has goe. It is full of civilization and humanism. The gimenatural environment is certair
a good external condition for reforming prisondnst the unique internal humanistic
environment has given this old prison renewed vigecoming the best place for prisoners
to re-forge soul to become new persons. "We Supkeople are soll by nature,” said the
Warden, adding that "perhaps, we are also toaeafird the prisoners,” "No," a colleag
from our group chimed in. "It is not too soft. dtiieally true and civilized way of enforcing
the law and that is the human based Suzhou of peialst China and the human-based
Suzhou Prison."

My Experience as an Inmate in a Chinese Jalil

Even though jailhouse stories have become the stutiché in Hollywood films, I figured
somebody somewhere would want to know about my tm@eChinese prison.

Like many foreigners in China, | arrived in Shanghasearch of the “jade dream.”

Unfortunately, finding work that did NOT involveaehing English was not as easy as | had
hoped.

| had met many people in Shanghai — locals andgoees — with startup businesses, and so |,
too, thought it would be great to jump on boardceature to capitalize on China’s growing
economy.

The first company | signed up with, a small reahesstartup, seemed like a good opportunity
because Chinese real estate prices were soaring.

Unfortunately, they never actually paid me a steadge. They also led me on with false
promises of the coveted “Z” Work Visa. These twohioldings were a double-edged sword
because it prevented me from earning enough manegnew my visa let alone stay in or get out
of the country.

Eventually my 3-month tourist visa expired. | thbtgwould be okay as long as | laid low—Dbut
| was wrong. There are eyes everywhere in Chirgeaally on foreigners.

It was in Huaqgiaozhen, a suburb of Shanghai, thetyghing began to unravel. | had just signed
a lease for a cheap, shared apartment, but, styatige landlord never came to collect the rent
or sign the contract.



One Saturday morning | awoke to a knock at my doanswered, thinking it would be the
landlord, only to come face to face with a PSB (RuBecurity Bureau) officer checking
identifications for registration.

Luckily, he didn’t speak English, so | phoned ugpusted friend to tell the officer | would
register the next morning. | spent the rest ofdag packing my stuff and moving out.

| fled to Baoshan district in northern Shanghad aith the last of my savings acquired a cheap
apartment, where | lived quite frugally (no TV,emet, bed, etc).

| washed my clothes by hand and used a single najtgdulb for illumination. Anyone who
thought that westerners in China have it made shioave seen me sleeping on the bare floor.

Inevitably, the police once again came knockinggtdoor to do the registration thing. This
time | didn’t answer, but, as | learned later, ohéhe officers waiting outside spotted me hiding
on my balcony.

They tried both the landlord and real estate ageabtntact me, and | replied with a text message
that | had lost my passport at a friend’s party.

This bought me some extra time.
A western acquaintance | met in Shanghai advisetbrget another foreigner to stay in my

apartment and flash their passport when the pohoee calling again. | asked if he would be
willing, but he was smart enough to avoid his ownwiee.

When the cops showed up again, | was in the shanedidn’t hear them at my door. | prepared
to go to Krispy Kreme, my daily indulgence (I'm rtbe fittest foreigner in China), which also
allowed me to use their free wifi, another pennyesd learned from being broke abroad (a
donut is cheaper than the internet).

When | exited my apartment building, | noticed ti@bows wearing police uniforms.

| thought | could evade them if they didn’t speaiglish, but that strategy failed when they
began chatting with me in my own mother tongue.

“Let’s go for ride,” the officer said, with whatrnterpreted as an ominous smile.
“Um, to where?” | asked.

“Police station, of course.”



| swallowed and thought up the first excuse | coliMlly passport is still at my friend’s house, so
| can’t register yet.”

“That’s okay, you still come.”

A half hour later, I'm sitting in an interrogatisoom of the local PSB office with an English-
speaking immigration officer telling me | am “illalj, because it's against Chinese law to not
carry your passport at all times.

On top of that, according to their computer, myausd expired.

It took most of the day to get all the paperworkee-the Chinese are not known for their
expediency.

Since | didn’t have money to pay the exorbitaméfi, | agreed to eight days in detention.

When | signed that fateful agreement, | also cheéekbox so that the American embassy would
be notified and so they could begin processing ew passport—even though it was never
really lost.

Off 1 went in a white Santana police car to begiyeight days of incarceration.
After being processed at the detention center,sl ezaralled into a cell with five bunk beds.

There was a TV set above the door, a small radith aaclosed circuit camera that watched
everything, which were the only things modern alibatcell.

A Chinese squat-style toilet offering no privacy iseone corner along with a sink. Inmates are
given a package of recycled paper to use as fmleer, which is not very comfy on the rear.

Opposite the toilet are shelves where inmateshaitt tvashbasins, which also house our eating
bowl, spoon, toothbrush and toothpaste, a bar tf $@ap, laundry soap, and a hand towel.

Each inmate is issued a button-down t-shirt with@ninese name of the jail written on the back,
along with a pair of black-gym shorts with whitegs on the sides. Shoes are placed on a shelf
outside the cell and inmates are given rubber dandavear in the cell.

| also received a laundered pillowcase and a bedtsiihe beds are cushioned and have
bamboo-reed mats on top.

The inmates were all Chinese, and | was the onlidgaer there. | noticed that most of the
prisoners had tattoos or horrible scars from tinads outside jail. Some looked like beggars and
others like gang members. The most any of themdceay in English was “Hello.” Better a
Hello, | thought, than the “Your sh*it on my d*ck blood on my knife” greeting | would have
received in an American prison.



Apparently, however, homosexual encounters do happa Chinese prison.

One night | crawled up into my top bunk preparioglfed. | tried to fall asleep but the other
inmates were still shuffling around and talkingegroung man lit up a rolled piece of newspaper
and began smoking it in lieu of actual tobacco.

Eventually everyone turned in for the night in spof the fact that the lights stay on all night—I
have learned that the Chinese can sleep throughiagy

| thought | was the only person still awake whémeard one guy whispering to another.

Five minutes later, my metal-frame bunk bed begaking back and forth. At first, | thought
my bunkmate below was just getting up to take k&, Ibat the rocking never stopped.

Moaning and slapping noises ensued.

Daring to peek over the edge of my bunk, | sawguneatop another. When the top man had
finished, he slid off and another inmate came avef climbed on top of the same bottom man.

| didn’t know if | was witnessing a rape or of thiseesome was consensual, and | was glad |
wasn’t going to be in Chinese prison much longéiro out.

Overall, life in a Chinese prison is very boringe\Wever left our cells, and going outside was
not allowed.

There are no sports.

We did exercise but to a short training video andbll’'s TV where we start off marching, swing
our arms around, then touch our toes, and thempejumping jacks.

There was no library, so books were very hard taeby; | was lucky to find an English book,
one of those woman’s romance novels with a longhkidieefcake on the cover, which isn’t the
kind of reading you want in a men’s prison.

During the first three days in jail, all inmateg aequired to skip naptime after lunch.
This may not seem like much of a punishment umiil sealize that every day starts at 6 am and
ends after 9 pm. Most of the time, | felt exhaustext from any physical exertion but from

extreme boredom.

In prison, sleeping or dreaming is an inmate’s @alyation, and | dreamed about many things
that week

For example, | dreamed about a cute Chinese dibiice met in Nanjing. | even began having
delusional fantasies that | was in the video gamalf~antasy having sword fights.



Each day begins with an officer on the intercontiyglsomething in Chinese (I'm guessing it
means, “Get up!”).

The first thing we did was make our beds. Inmats=drio fold their bed sheet every day, like in
a military boot camp, and it must be folded coillsecthe supervisor comes in each morning
after roll call to inspect the rooms.

Then somebody empties the trash by throwing itughothe bars of the door. Two inmates out in
the halls do the task of collecting garbage. In, fdmse same two guys did all the tasks for the
jailhouse (garbage, deliver food, water, etc), Wheckind of gross when you think about it.

Next, came the hot water (in a giant metal barigh & tap). Soon after that, the helpers bring the
breakfast cart.

Prison meals always consisted of rice and vegetahlp with the exception of breakfast, which
was some kind of orange-colored root. No meat!ddute | was a foreign guest, | was allowed
to also request a Chinese steamed bun.

Although the food was tolerable, it produced totsesf gas. Imagine being trapped in a cell with
ten Chinese men ripping farts all day. That isttbe definition of torture.

During roll call, inmates are required to line tyeit stools in the hall and sit on them in orderly
fashion. When your number is called, you standtaed sit back down.

One day, an inmate argued with a guard, and | havdea what it was about.

However, the next day during roll call, the offiaalled that prisoner’s number, made him stand
up, then sit down, then up again, and did this asggy for some time.

After roll call, we either had morning exercisgust stared into space. This time in the morning
was also used by the warden to question new inna&iast their cases.
Lunch arrives noon and sometimes we were escottethid a big sitting room to eat while

listening to jazz music or watching a movie.

Once, they put on a pirated DVD of “Apocalypto”{jdsr me, but | was subsequently charged 5
RMB for that viewing pleasure.

After dinner is bath time and those that want &aaltheir clothes washed and hung their stuff to
dry on their bunks.

The rest of the night was spent watching Chindgseitgon or socializing until bedtime.

Air conditioning did not exist.



Instead, there were two ceiling fans, and durirggddy if it was too hot and stuffy, the two
helpers brought giant blocks of ice, which we puivash basins in the middle of the room to
help cool the air.

On the 7th day of my incarceration, an assistamhfthe American consulate appeared with a
translator. | signed some papers and he provideditheéwo English-language magazines to
pass the remainder of my time.

He explained that after | was released, | was toytto the consulate before 5 pm to acquire my
new passport and then get on a flight home thaesaght, because | was being deported.

The next morning came, and the police said theyldviake me to my apartment to pack my
belongings.

| wished the police had not been with me so | cdiade called some people I'd met in Shanghai
and explain my situation.

Since | didn’t want to go home for fear of unempi®nt—and mom'’s wrath, | wanted to
negotiate with the consulate to go to Japan or &oresomewhere, anywhere, in Asia instead of
back to America.

As a child, | had fought and beat cancer (I'm in @ayly twenties now), which is why | decided
to see the world instead of spend the rest of ragipus life delivering Dominos or standing at a
Wal-Mart register.

My mom had been so proud of me for venturing of€tona to find my fortune in spite of my
physical limitations, but | had failed to find stiggemployment abroad and had gotten myself
arrested and deported instead.

God bless moms!

The consulate informed me that, while | was lockpdmy mother had sent money to Western
Union to cover the costs of my flight ticket home.

But when we went to pick up the money, the polieatgd some for a “fine” and to pay for my
exit visa.

The U.S. consular assistant explained to my p@soort that the money was only for my trip
home, because | had spent eight days in jail indiea fine, and | was not legally required to

pay.
It must have been a ploy by the escorting offitersarn a little on the side. Nice Try!

| spent the rest of the afternoon sitting in thenigration office at Pudong Airport waiting for
my exit visa to be processed.



The upside to my deportation was that the immigragfficial informed me that because of my
good attitude, he would allow me to come back tm&lvhenever | wanted instead of
blacklisting me for five years as was the usuaigyol

After acquiring my exit visa, | was booked on affli. | had no idea where | was going to land in
the United States, but the ticket cost 13,800 RMBD $2,160!!"), which seemed outrageously
expensive.

| suspect the police and immigration officers hautked out a way to get extra money for
themselves. The two police officers escorted ntbecyate to make sure | actually left China.

As | type this true to life story, I'm back in mgom at grandma’s house in Middle America. |
still haven’t found a job. When | touched downhe tU.S., | felt as if | were walking on the
ashes of a once-great country that had been nukeddmomic collapse.

The jobs are few and far between and the wageslewan than when | had left for China.
Even if | found work, | don’t believe | could hardhn office job, because | don't feel

comfortable being caged in a cubicle, which, whea think about it is like a cage surrounding
the mind and isn’t much different from the Chinggkcell where | spent eight days.

An American's experience as an inmate in a Shanghgil

One Saturday morning | awoke to a knock at my doanswered, thinking it would be the
landlord, only to come face to face with a PSB (Rubecurity Bureau) officer checking
identifications for registration.

The early-20s foreigner was in trouble for overstgynis Tourist Visa after failing to procure a
job after arriving in Shanghai. Following a failbdl in the real estate industry, he sought out
work while simultaneously playing a cat and mousase with the strangely motivated PSB as
they pursued him from Huagioazhen to Baoshan.



Eventually, he was caught, processed, and sehetdihker to begin his grueling eight day stint.

The inmates were all Chinese, and | was the onlidaer there. | noticed that most of the
prisoners had tattoos or horrible scars from tiv@s outside jail. Some looked like beggars and
others like gang members. The most any of themdceay in English was “Hello.” Better a
Hello, I thought, than the “Your sh*t on my d*ck blood on my knife” greeting | would have
received in an American prison.

Despite the ominous beginnings, the Ameri-con seleiméace little trouble in the slammer,
defying our initial expectations that some racdenage or intimidation would occur due to his
skin color and the shaky state of Sino-US relati®feshaps some protection was in place to
prevent said scenario from evolving, as it doesnske received some aspects of favoritism
while in the hole.

Prison meals always consisted of rice and vegetahlp with the exception of breakfast, which
was some kind of orange-colored root. No meat!ddute | was a foreign guest, | was allowed
to also request a Chinese steamed bun.

Once, they put on a pirated DVD of “Apocalypto”fdisr me, but | was subsequently charged 5
RMB for that viewing pleasure.

Though without prison drama, the account still jdeg interesting insight and serves as a
counterpoint to some of the other, more brutalissoother foreigners have reported in Chinese
jails. Past accountisave accused Chinese jails of sleep deprivatidrnoémer non-lethal
"persuasion methods," but those circumstancesyedainore egregious offenses than a simple
expired visa.

While we're on the subject of Chinese jail expaséan) one account we would really like to read
about would be the young American English teadhatrwadocked away in Zhuhai for 3 years
for extorting 100,000RMB out of his Chinese exdgiend back in 2009.

According to Xinhua, in 2008 there were more tBa2000 foreignersesiding in Chinese prisons.

A foreigner's life in a Beijing jail

A foreign man who spent the last seven monthsin jail sent Danwei this description of his daily
life at the Beijing No. 1 Detention Center after hisrelease last week.

If | were a Chinese person and not a foreignerimaeclike mine would have been dealt with on
the “city district” level, as opposed to the “mupial” level which is much tougher.

The other people incarcerated at Beijing No. 1 bwte Center were all facing life sentences or
death sentences, at least as a possibility, snot'sa place where detainees are given a lot of
slack. It’s the site of Beijing’s newly constructeitech lethal injection chamber.

It was boring as anything, and the rules weretstric



Thankfully, foreigners are housed in a section wivee were mixed with bigme white collar
Chinese criminals, who are a better sort than thederers and cannibals and rapists housed in
other parts of the facility. Many of the Chines®ple | was in close contact with were college
educated, and many had been in positions of higporesibility. The CFO of Gome was in my
cell; Huang Guangyu the CEO — formerly the richreah in China — was down the hall. | often
saw him walking in the hallway heading downstainsifivestigation.

The room, or “cell” if you like, was about 25 feel5 feet in dimension, and housed between 12
and 14 detainees. About half the room was fillethwihat we called “the board”, a raised
platform stretching from wall to wall on which watsluring the day and slept at night. The
bathroom in the cell consisted of a squat toilégueet (no sink), and another faucet up high for
showers at night. The wall between the bathroomt@doom was transparent, so everybody
could see everybody else all the time doing thesgiress. You get used to it. Boiled drinking
water was available twice a day in the room throagpecial tap.

Daily life was a drag during the week. Here’s thieedule:

06:30Wake up. Eat breakfast (waterédwn milk powder, a piece of bread, an egg every tw
days).

07:00Clean the room. | was assigned to the bathroom Day1, and even though | had many
chances to “move up” to the floor or other assigntsiel decided to stick with what had become
familiar. Two of us were responsible for the batmg so | cleaned it every other day, thrice a
day. | stayed on that duty for so long that | bee&mow as the “boss of the bathroom”, or
“Toilet Control Officer”. (Something for my resumeand yes, | scrubbed the squat toilet with a
toothbrush, but not mine.)

07:30Sit on “the board”. This is the main activity inyaChinese jail, familiar to fans of Chinese
soap operas and movies. The board runs the lefgitle coom, and we were required to sit on
the edge of it for most of the day.

Leaning too far forward, leaning too far back, @wven crossing your legs was forbidden
(especially if the officer on duty was an asshaleaving a bad day). One person at a time was
allowed to get up and move around to use the bathyéetch water, get a book, etc. So, mostly |
chatted with other people or read a book. Sittmgnsich hurt my back at first, but then | got
used to it, or stronger.

10:30Time for lunch! For the last three months of mgarceration it was boiled potatoes every
day. A single boiled vegetable was the templatarfost all meals, with beef chunks included
once a month. Every meal also included steamedipveach | generally avoided, and rice came
with lunch every two days. After lunch we had abawithour of free time to lie around.

12:00Siesta time, a Chinese tradition.

13:30Wake up from naptime. Sit on the board for anothexe hours. Also, during the
afternoon sitting period we were let out into opofch” area for about 15 minutes, where we



stored our extra food and clothing. This was kn@asrigoing out” for “exercise”, but in reality it
was just another small room with a big hole up Haha window with no glass... that is, you
could see the sky and sometimes the sun, but ldmtiudy any stretch of the imagination call it
going outside. Also, the exercise was walking acouna circle with too many people in a small
space, at probably about 2 or 3 mph.

16:30Dinner time! Mmmmm.... oily boiled cabbage. Or digiled turnips.

Mondays and Fridays we got to have a kind of torsatgp with egg in it, a very popular meal,
but we only got a small bowlful. I generally skiplp@inner as part of my weight loss plan, and as
soon as things were cleaned up | got down to mkwat. After dinner we had 2 hours of free
time for showering (which I also used to exercidé)s generally involved about 75 pushups
(not all at once), some crunches, 1000 jumpinggaséme bicep and shoulder lifting, and some
squats to keep my legs from atrophying. | did #bsut 5 times per week. For weightlifting we
used a pair of pants filled with water bottleswvéts very prisory.

19:00 Time to watch the official state news broadcAstyen Lianbo, which was much worse
even compared to the official state news agenayl thiged to work for. “Worse” meaning that

the top 9 stories were usually about what the tgaéers in the central government did that day,
followed by 2 minutes of international news. As @her sources of news, we got about 3 or 4
random sheets from tl@&hina Daily newspaper (in English) every week. | found out tha
Michael Jackson died from an article that begamc¢&the death of pop icon Michael Jackson
last Thursday...” | was like, are they talking abthé real Michael Jackson?

After the news, we were forced to sit and watchd2arhours of the most incredibly mindless
Chinese TV you could ever imagine. Usually theigtetvas set on CCT33, which is mostly
family variety shows, crostalk comedians that | can’t follow at all, {gynched Mandgop
concerts, and nationalist skadpngs. Uggggh.

21:30We can finally move around again! Time to brushneeth, get ready for bed, stretch,
etc.

22:00Time for bed. | was going to say, “lights out” tlthen | remembered that they never, ever,
ever, never shut off the lights in the detentiontee Ever. Supelbright exposed fluorescent
curly bulbs 24 hours a day, so | ended up sleepitiga blindfold on. | made it from ashirt
sleeve. One of the special things about life indaention center was that two people in each
room have to be “on duty” during any time when de@e sleeping, including during the
afternoon nap. The night was divided into four tshaff 2 hours each, while the last shift was an
additional 30 minutes. We rotated through thettaste duties and then had a night off after
three nights of duty. So, on Monday | might sleemt 10pm to 4am followed by duty until
6:30am; the next night I'd sleep from 10 to 2, ddyduntil 4, and then sleep till 6:30; on
Wednesday I'd sleep from 10 to midnight, do dutjilidam, and then sleep until 6:30; Thursday
night | would not have to do duty, but | sometimesuld have to do duty during the afternoon
nap. It was a very tough system to get used twsit f



Finally, there was no torture, no rape in the shrodest the good ol’ psychological torture of
close confinement and isolation from everyone arayghing | ever had known one millisecond
before | was taken into custody. But | was alwdgsl ghat at least there were a bunch of us in

one room. Being alone would have been much worse.

List of prisons in Shanghai

This is alist of prisons within Shanghaiin thePeople's Republic of China

Name Enrt]zrrpr)]relse City/County/District Village/Town Established Notes
Baimaoling
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Qingpu  Qingdong 1991 than life
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Shanghai
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imprisonment. Also
holds foreigners.
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3,000 inmates

Manual labor takes
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Shanghai
Nanhui Zhoupu
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Shanghai
New
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Shanghai
Women’s Songjiang District  Sijing
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(Shanghai . 7' Hongkou District
L Clothing
Municipal factory
Prison)
Shanghai
Laodong
Machine
WuiiaochamWorks o
» (Now Yangpu District
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1996
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place there

Can hold up to
2,100 inmates

In 2000 held 700
inmates

Holds more than
1,000 inmates

Detains 2,000
inmates sentenced
to 15 years or less

At the end of 2000,
it held more than
2,000 inmates. It
usually holds 1,800
inmates serving
sentences of 15
years or less.



